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W88-1207.10.  Broekema, Ruth (1899-1977). 




 Ruth Broekema was born on March 6, 1899, in Chicago, Illinois.  She graduated from 
Hope Preparatory School in 1919 and Hope College in 1923.  She served the Reformed Church 
in America (RCA) as a missionary to China (1924-1946, 1948-1951), the Philippines (1952-
1954), and Taiwan (Formosa) (1954-1964).  Broekema passed away in Holland, Michigan, in 
1977.  The collection contains materials ranging from hymnals from China to Women’s Ministry 
Conference ribbons.  In addition to newspaper clippings about Ruth Broekema’s time in Taiwan, 
it also includes peanut oil lamps and grass woven sandals.  The collection also contains a 
decorated flag from Taiwan, prayer blocks, an RCA book about ministering in Amoy, China, and 
four photograph albums that feature China, Broekema’s memorial service, and her family. 
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 Ruth Broekema was born in Chicago, Illinois, on March 6, 1899.  There she attended 
elementary school and a year of high school, and then attended Hope College Preparatory School 
for the rest of high school, 1916-1919.  Broekema attended an evangelical church in Greenville, 
Michigan, where she preached every other Sunday morning and at Sunday night services.  She 
graduated from Hope College in 1923, and later that year she received her missionary 
appointment.  Broekema took a course at the Kennedy School of Missions in Hartford, 
Connecticut, to further prepare for when she arrived at the Amoy Mission in China during 
October of 1924. 
 Broekema worked in the churches and schools in the Tong-an area, and was often the 
woman there.  She was one of two missionaries to stay in China throughout World War II, and 
was the only woman.  She left China for a while in September of 1946, but returned sometime 
during 1948.  She then stayed in China until 1951, when the communists finally gave her 
permission to leave the country. 
 She then transferred to the Philippines from 1952-1954, and after that she went to Taiwan 
(then called Formosa) from 1954-1964.  In Taiwan she did evangelistic work in the Changhua 
Hospital.  Broekema worked to create a better women’s ministry, and organized a meeting for 
the World Day of Prayer in 1960.  The theme was Laborers Together with Christ, and the many 
women that gathered all labored together to help to make Christ known where they were.  There 
were approximately 60-150 women gathered, and the program was conducted in Taiwanese 
rather than English, which made it easier for the local people to understand it.  Broekema often 
worked and spoke with other women in the area.  She asked them about how they came to Christ, 
and helped them to grow deeper in their relationship with him. 





1, 1977, and she was buried in Beverly Cemetery in Blue Island, Illinois.  There was a memorial 
service held for her in Changhua, China, in 1978. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection contains materials ranging from hymnals from China to Women’s 
Ministry Conference ribbons.  In addition to newspaper clippings about Ruth Broekema’s time in 
Taiwan, it also includes peanut oil lamps and grass woven sandals.  The collection also contains 
a decorated flag from Taiwan, prayer blocks, an RCA book about ministering in Amoy, China, 







 Books [both books are in one volume] 
  Sian: A Coup d’Etat by Mayling Soong Chiang, 1937 
  A Fortnight in Sian: Extracts From a Diary by Chiang Kaishek, 1937 
 Hymnals 
  Chinese Hymn Book, n.d. 
  Chinese Hymnal, 1935 
 Lamps 
  Peanut Oil, n.d. 
  Peanut Oil, intricate with wick, 1942 
 Maps 
  Eastern China, n.d. 
  Presbyterian Churches in Formosa, 1965 
  Unknown Map, n.d. 
 Photographs 
  Album, China, n.d. (196 images) 
  Album, China, ca. 1925 (168 images) 
  Album, China, ca. 1936 (37 images) 
  Album, China, 1909-1912 (67 images) 
  Changhua, China, 1978 (1 folder) (16 images) 
 RCA (Reformed Church in America) Broadcast in Amoy, China, 1939-1940 
 Ribbons 
Dutch Reformed Church, “In remembrance of the Fifty Years’ existence of the 
Dutch Reformed Congregation”, 1899 
  Women’s Missionary Union Conference, Grand Haven, Michigan, 1909 
  Woman’s Missionary Union, Orange City, Iowa, 1914 
  Woman’s Missionary Union, Hull, Iowa, 1915 
  Woman’s Missionary Union, Sioux Center, Iowa, 1916 







Prayer Blocks, used in temples, n.d. 
Sandals, Grass Woven, n.d.  




 Banner, n.d. 
 Flags 
  Decorative Taiwan Flag, n.d. 
  Unknown Black, Red, Blue, and White Flags, n.d. 
 Painting, Hand Painted Chinese Poster, n.d. 
 Posters published by Religious Tract Society 
  “Welcome”, 1933 
  “From Death Unto Life”, 1929 
  “Beware”, 1933 
  “Turn Ye! Turn Ye!” 1929 
  “Satan’s Snare”, 1933 
  “A New Chance”, 1929 
  “True Freedom”, 1933 
  “The Path of Safety”, 1933 
  “Victory Through the Cross”, 1929 
 
